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fa country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek 
Vice, 

ities” ° ° 

Mat} Lhe Searching Mind 
tell And The Stout Heart 
Nol Many new members came into 
1 Wi} the Between The Lines family 
thu} through gift subscriptions dur- 
wer} } ing the holidays. To these a word 
€ t)] of welcome. Welcome to a fel- 
ale} lowship dedicated to truth —a 
che,§} host of laymen who have pledg- 
TES§| ed to put an honest search for 
fron) | truth before political attach- 
lead.” | ments, economic preferences or 
ot | provincial loyalties. Thus Be- 
oid | tween The Lines is a fellowship 
owl} of the searching mind and the 
cen! | stout heart. We have no promo- 
eful)| tional agency but our readers. 
tak] We have never solicited sub- 
ation—) | scriptions except from our read- 
evel’| ers through whom we seek to 
bul} serve others. We covet your co- 
| th) | operation and interest during the 
ag) | coming months. We hope you 
hop’ | will pass your copy of Between 
posi) | The Lines on to others, and send 
iow) | in subscriptions for friends who 
Prof | should join this company of 
ding) | truth-seekers. 

wish CHURCHILL, in his record of 
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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war 


INCED that the American answer for both 


by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. CONV 


communism and 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism thet promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoici 


through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


when it is right 


but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
ighest service to patriotism and to God 

















the postwar years, Triumph and 
Tragedy, includes this note to the 
Foreign Office dated April 8, 1945, 
“This war would never have come 
unless, under American and mod- 
ernizing pressure, we had driven 
the Hapsburgs out of Austria and 
Hungary and the Hohenzollerns 
out of Germany. By making these 





vacuums we gave the opening for 
the Hitlerite monster to crawl out 


;of its sewer on to the vacant 


thrones. No doubt these views are 
/ very unfashionable.” 


This adds to the mounting weight 
'of British opinion (see Between 
The Lines, Dec. 15) that the U. S. 
might better have stayed out of 
both European wars, especially the 
first, in that, with America’s absti- 
hence, a negotiated peace would 
have come to Europe by early 
| 1917, preventing the later convul- 
sive upheavals. 





X-Ray and Forecast 


HE DAYS OF HYSTERIA AND FEAR over the infiltration of 
communism in this country should soon be over, and our reputation 
for sound and enlightened leadership restored. Twenty years ago there 
were over 100,000 Communists in America with possibly 500,000 left- 
wing sympathizers who in subsequent years infiltrated into government, 
labor unions, schools and other areas of our national life. The actual 
membership of the party began to decrease as soon as the depression end- 
ed and continued to decrease even during the period when Russia was our 
ally, although the sympathy provoked by Russia’s valiant stand against 
the Nazi invaders greatly increased the prestige of the Communist move- 
ment. The latest FBI reports show that the Communist party member- 
ship has dwindled down from its peak of 100,000 to approximately 
20,000 — all of whom are under constant surveillance, according to re- 
cent testimony of J. Edgar Hoover, before a congressional committee. 
(Compare this with Italy’s Communist party membership of over two 
million and France with almost a million and a half!) Not only are all the 
members of the American Communist party being tagged by the FBI, but 
the foreign operators, most of whom are identified with embassies and 
consulates representing foreign powers, are also all being watched by the 
FBI. Mr. Hoover explains that, while we can observe their operations, 
we cannot prosecute them because of their ambassadorial immunity, un- 
less they actually commit some illegal act. Not only did Mr. Hoover 
make it clear that he believed there were no Communists in America who 
are operating without FBI knowledge, but he and his chief, Attorney 
General Herbert Brownell of the Department of Justice, both testified 
that there were no individuals suspected of Communist activity remain- 
ing in the Government. (N. Y. Times, Dec. 13; Washington Post, Dec. 15). 
Department of Justice officials have repeatedly pointed out that 
such investigations as Senators McCarthy and Jenner have made have 
disclosed no activities or suspects not already under the surveillance of 
the FBI. 

These official statements, which have characteristically enough 
been given little attention in the same press which has been so quick to 
play up the Communist menace, give the Christian layman information 
to use wherever the opportunity arises to combat the destructive hysteria 
that has created so much distrust, distortion and political bigotry. 

No one denies the danger of communism or Communist infiltra- 
tion. But the great push against “Communist infiltration” in this country 
has not been due to the presence of an actual threat, for at no time has 
Communist infiltration and subversive action reached the point where it 
could prepare the way either for invasion by the Communist armed 
forces or for the American Communist to take over. And there have 
been no consequential acts of sabotage on record which were caused by 
Communist agents or other subversives, nor do any unsolved mysteries 
remain on the rolls of the Department of Justice that could be so attrib- 
uted. The superb work of the FBI has not only forestalled all such Com- 
munist activity, but during the entire period of the war against the Nazis, 
Nazi agents did not succeed in a single effort at major sabotage against 
our defense or military property. 

THE EVIDENCE shows that much of the hysteria over com- 
munism has been whipped up by ultra-conservative forces using this 


means to condemn liberal and progressive movements and personalities 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Cultural Revolt in USSR 


Soviet publications have recently 
been running refreshingly frank 
discussions of the lack of freedom 
which has shackled Soviet musi- 
cians, artists and writers during the 
past several years. The very fact 
that such discussions can be pub- 
lished at all indicates a change of 
climate in Russia under the Malen- 
kov regime. 

The famed composer Khatcha- 
turian, writing in the magazine So- 
viet Music, condemns the Soviet 
policy towards music as decreed 
by the Central Committee of the 
Communist party in 1948 when he 
and other leading Soviet composers, 
including Prokofieff and Shostako- 
vich, were officially castigated and 
forced to make public confessions 
of their sins (not producing music 
acceptable to the Central Com- 
mittee). 

Now Khatchaturian calls for 
freedom from bureaucratic controls 
and scorns works “written without 
creative elan, with a glance over 
the shoulder, expressing the fear 
that something untoward might 
happen . . . And don’t we have 
many works in which externally 
everything seems to be proper: the 
program is good, the themes are 
in folk character, the harmonies 
satisfactory, the orchestration lit- 
erate — and yet the artistic signifi- 
cance is almost zero?” 

He continues, “I think the time 
has come to revise our established 
system of institutional control of 
composers . . . Let the artist be 
trusted more fully and he will, with 
even greater responsibility and free- 
dom, approach the solution of the 
creative problems of our time. Not 
consultants and editors, heads of 
bureaus and directors of theaters 
must answer for the quality of 
operas, symphonies and songs, but 
above all the composers them- 
selves.” 


Similar attitudes are being ex- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Cultural Revolt in USSR 


(continued) 

pressed in the field of literature. 
During the late summer and fall, 
in almost every issue of the Soviet 
paper Literary Gazette, there were 
articles on the lack of literary and 
artistic freedom in the Soviet Un- 
ion, with both young and older 
authors taking part in the discus- 
sion. The lack of freedom they de- 
scribe as “internal censorship” 
where each author has to weigh 
carefully what he can or can’t say, 
often changing his manuscript sev- 
eral times to fit official requirements 
— because authors are afraid of the 
consequences of offending the gov- 
ernment — consequences’. which 
would range from prohibiting pub- 
lication to an indictment as an “en- 
emy of the people.” 

The well-known playwright, Bor- 
is Lavrenyev, bluntly states that the 
claim that a theater has independ- 
ent choice of plays “is still a bluff.” 
A leading producer, Okhlorkov, 
calls certain plays, or passages that 
often must be injected into plays, 
“naked pieces of propaganda.” A 
lead editorial in Literary Gazette 
in August stated “The people know 
their life very well . . . and they do 
not need ersatz truths.” 

This new freedom of discussion 
is even carried into the field of gov- 
ernment and administration. The 
party’s theoretical journal Commu- 
nist recently carried a series of arti- 
cles describing in detail the com- 
plete disregard which the rule of 
the secretaries has toward the 
rights of party organizations and 
members, and protesting adminis- 
trative appointments instead of 
election of party officials, and also 
protesting party control of so-called 
free and open meetings. 

Although the Soviet publications 
which are watched more widely 
outside Russia, such as Pravda, car- 
ry little of this type of criticism, 
the publications circulated within 
Russia and particularly those which 
have wide distribution among the 
intelligensia and the youth groups 
(such as Literary Gazette and Kom- 
somolskaya Pravda) carry much 
genuine criticism since the death of 
Stalin. 


Trade With Russia 

A prominent New York attorney 
and former head of the UN Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration, 
Marshall MacDuffie, has recently 
returned from 10,000 miles of trav- 
el in Russia. He reports that there 
are many signs that Westerners will 
soon be permitted to travel more 
freely in Russia. He interviewed 
prominent Soviet officials and spoke 
with a thousand or more Soviet 
citizens during his journey through 
European Russia, the Ukraine, 
Byelorussia, Transcaucasia and the 
Central Asia Soviets. Despite some 


hostility to the U. S. in the Soviet 
(continued third eol., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


who could in any way be smeared with left-wing associations, although 
in the vast majority of these incidents the record reveals no personal re- 
lationship whatever to Communist subversive organizations or actions. 
Time and again men distinguished for their liberal attitudes have been 
smeared for belonging to organizations which were set up during the war 
to assist our Russian allies and which also included on their membership 
rolls many conservative names of note. 

Later when such organizations were revealed to have Communist 
leadership, the men of liberal views have been excoriated for once having 
joined “Communist front organizations,” while other leading conserva- 
tives on the same membership lists were left inviolate! Let every inform- 
ed Christian layman who believes in justice and truth come out from 
under the poisonous smog of Communist hysteria and help clear the at- 
mosphere for a return to honesty and honor in our political life. 


EYOND DEPRESSION: In our last issue we reported the possibility 

of a depression during coming months and the forms such an eco- 
nomic crisis would likely take. Developments are moving with unexpect- 
ed promptness in this direction. Almost every edition of the nation’s press 
reflects further steps towards some major economic adjustment. Since 
there are few things that so intimately affect all of our lives, we would 
further clarify and detail what may be expected to develop: 

Almost a generation of a war-supported economy has brought us 
to the place where the big military, big government, big debt, big busi- 
ness structure, which now gives shape and form to our economy, simply 
cannot be put through a depression wringer in the style of the 1930’s 
without incalculable disaster. If a real depression develops we will see gov- 
ernment, business and military leadership, supported by a public mood 
which will also not accept a drastic decrease in standards of living with- 
out a political upheaval, moving into entirely unorthodox procedure to 
keep money in circulation, employment sustained and production stabil- 
ized. The enormous growth of highly centralized industry in steel, chem- 
icals, oil, auto and agricultural equipment manufacturing, textiles, plus the 
great systems of chain store distribution, make it easier now than ever for 
the government, in league with top business and military leadership, to 
control and direct the country’s economy. Millions of smaller independent 
business enterprises, and small business men, will be carried along with 
this, like passengers on a railroad train — “free and independent,” but 
certainly moving with the train. 


Thus, if we start down into a real depression, the depression will 
be swallowed up in a great economic transition —a forecast not so 
strange or extreme when we realize that such a development has already 
come to Germany, Italy, Spain, Argentina, and to a great extent to Brit- 
ain, France, Scandinavia and elsewhere. 


As has already been demonstrated in the above countries, and as 
pointed out in our last issue, the only alternative to this new and increas- 
ed statism or nationalism in our business economy is further expansion 
of the cooperative system of business enterprise and more genuine multi- 
ple ownership of industries. Some businesses by their nature must of 
necessity be big businesses, but where the workers and employees in an in- 
dustry have a larger part in ownership and management, an economic 
democracy can be retained to a much greater degree in hours of crisis 
than when a one-family oligarchy or a closely curbed ownership presides 
over a great industry. 

In the same manner, the great cooperatives in Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, England and elsewhere have demonstrated that they have the 
power to keep large sections of an economy functioning along genuinely 
democratic lines, where state controls and even state ownership of basic 
raw materials have been forced upon a national economy by the impov- 
erishment of war. By keeping great sections of an economy absolutely 
free, the cooperatives are able to support a canopy of freedom over an 
entire economy where necessity has brought state dictation to certain vi- 
tal functions of a nation’s life. 


ARM DEPRESSION: Our whole agricultural economy is already far 
along in this same process of centralization and government dicta- 
tion, for the farmer has been moving into a price and income depression 
for 18 months. A Republican Administration, committed to a revival of 
laissez-faire capitalism in agriculture, has been forced to continue Gov- 
ernment support and control of agriculture. Moreover, big agriculture is 
also becoming inseparable from big government and big business, and, 
on the other hand, like the rest of the public, millions of farmers have 
made it clear that they will not permit their standard of living to sink 
back to the old levels without revolt and political upheaval. 
BIG AGRICULTURE AND BIG BUSINESS are now linked in 
the drive to make farming a large scale industrial operation, squeezing 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Trade With Russia 


(continued) 
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press, he found that Soviet citizen, since 
were friendly toward the U. S. anf policies 
desirous of peace. Mr. MacDufk had to 
particularly concerned himself wig! of late 
trade relations in the Soviet. He mp °S = 
ports a strong belief on the part o still les 
the Russians, both in and out of of 2%° hag 
ficial life, that the way to religgt Prints | 
world tensions, both East and Wes) column 
is the resumption of world trade | ‘& 2% 
In this connection, Axel Bar) little © 
of Worldover Press reports fron ternatic 
Helsinki, Finland, concerning hoy) '"% at 
Russia is stepping up trade with th: Wie 
West. Without the fanfares anit read m 
blasts that usually accompany §) SS " 
viet political moves, the Russian) “°° 
have been quietly but effectively de. yar 
veloping their trade relations with) P°°P A 
West Europe. The blatant prop.” and cr 
ganda, which turned last years) “© e 
“World Economic Congress” in en 
Moscow into a farce, has now been, the. 
replaced by hard businesslike bar.) iaticts 
gaining; the Soviet Union has en wird 
tered Western markets; busines), ‘'!0* 
men in West Europe have been! oo 
quick to grasp the opportunities of “™ ° 
fered; Moscow hotels are filled) ae 
with businessmen from every Wes” a 
European nation; Soviet commer.) rahi 
cial attaches in West European ial 
capitals have been soliciting electric? facts 
motors, locomotives, ships and ma t | 
chinery, and sometimes complete’ _ P 
plants for producing the consumer — 
goods promised by Malenkov. _ 
Britain and the Benelux coun) 
tries in particular are eager for) _ Few 
these new orders to keep their ship) "StCs 
yards, foundries and engineering) [izes 
industries working full shift. Thu) But 
far, Russia’s payments for these im} 2/ertec 
ports still present a hurdle to be ne{, SUTVEY 
gotiated. West Europe has jus) ‘ren ! 
started on the road towards fre) found 
convertability of currencies and to) 5*@™s 
wards a liberalization of trade, ani Ct ' 
such trends conflict with the Sovie), Place 
concept of strict two-nation andy childr 
three-nation barter agreements. Bu), Mab 
the Soviet Union has sweetened the) PO" 
pill by reducing the prices of it) "S| 
exports, mainly cereals and timber. ly ne 
American business and farming) 4's 
interests must face this changing Ud 
trade pattern and the many probe. Pat 
lems it creates—and recogniz) ™ ©" 
that the answers must be economic! ‘T®aS¢ 
rather than political. wing 
CROWDED ITALY: Despite WI 
the falling birth rate in Italy (from) pat ¢) 
36.8 per 1,000 in 1875 to 18 inf in th 
1953), at least 200,000 Italian? our ¢ 
must emigrate to foreign lands eath® sional 
year in order to stabilize employ§ oaniz 
ment in Italy. Actually, it has no) yidua 
been possible for this full quota ol) frate 
Italians to emigrate, despite effork§ again 
by the Government to make emf and | 
gration agreements with othet® chitg 
countries. To stimulate resettl§ moyj, 
ment, the Italian Government pr0F react 
vides training courses for emigrat ja] . 
ing workers and has recently allo) js yp 
cated $8,650,000 to aid emigrants (co 












' children 


_— and Citizenship 


Since newspapers must base their 


| policies on mass appeal, they have 


had to give more and more space 
of late years to entertainment and 
less and less to straight news and 
still less to international news. The 
average U. S. mewspaper now 
prints only about four and a haif 
columns of foreign news daily, and 
the average American reads very 
little of that, according to the In- 
ternational Press Institute, report- 
ing at a meeting in Switzerland. 
‘When asked why they did not 
read more foreign news, most per- 
sons interviewed replied that they 


© were too busy or else just not in- 
‘ terested. Yet these are the same 


people who protest at high taxes 
and cry in anguish when their sons 
are sent off to Korea or Germany. 
But today we are flat up against 


the penalties which our ignorance 


inflicts upon us as voters who are 
not qualified to make intelligent de- 


D cisions. For the actions of our presi- 


dents and our statesmen reflect the 
will of the people, and we will get 
wiser leadership when our body 
politic is itself wiser because it is 
better informed. As long as we are 
more interested in comic strips, 


| baseball or crime news, than in 
facts of the hour on which our des- 
" tiny pivots, then we will be inade- 


quate for our role in today’s world. 





Crime Diet 


Few parents these days need sta- 
tistics to prove that crime monopo- 
lizes the air waves and channels. 
But the general public should be 


' alerted too. TV Magazine recently 


surveyed a week’s TV fare for chil- 
dren in the Los Angeles area and 
found that 70 per cent of these pro- 
grams were based on crime; 82 per 
cent of all acts of violence took 


_place on programs designed for 


children under 12. TV editor Jack 
Mabley of the Chicago Daily News 


| reports that four Chicago TV sta- 
' tions average 2,500 crimes annual- 


ly on TV shows aimed at a chil- 
dren’s audience and that 93 TV 
murders were shown in one week. 

Parallel to this siege of violence 
in entertainment is the serious in- 
crease of juvenile delinquency 
about which educators, social work- 
ers and parents are alarmed. 

What can one person do to com- 
bat the brutal attitudes prevailing 
in the entertainment being offered 
our children at their most impres- 
sionable age? The answer is to or- 
ganize concerted protests by indi- 
viduals, as well as groups (churches, 
fraternal orders, trade unions, etc.), 
against the philosophy of violence 
and hatred that besieges American 
today. Radio, TV and 
movies are all very sensitive to the 
reactions of the public — commer- 
cial sponsors are even more so. It 


is up to parents to keep up this ef- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


THE ONLY PLACE IT IS SAFE 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


out the individual family-size farm. The Chambers of Commerce, Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers, American Farm Bureau Federation, 
big business, big agriculture, all are talking alike — only highly mechan- 
ized large scale farming can be efficient, the little “inefficient” farms must 
go. And efforts of the Government to support and aid the small family- 
operated farm are branded as “socialistic.” Unfortunately, it is now true 
that a 10,000 acre, fully mechanized, bank-owned industrialized farm 
can produce more per acre —at less cost——than a small family unit. 
Yet in reality this big business, big agriculture drive is the real short-cut 
to greater state controls in agriculture — and to “statism” or socialism in 
agriculture. For the employees on the large industrialized farm are no 
longer independent citizens with the sturdy democratic footing of indi- 
vidual farm ownership on which they formerly stood before they were 
squeezed out of their individual holdings and into jobs for weekly wages. 
They have sold their economic independence for paper security. The 
shrinking farm population and the steady decrease in number of farms, 
while agricultural production increases, reveals how far this trend has pro- 


gressed. But as this process continues, instead of avoiding “socialization,” 


this centralization and industrialization of agriculture, in case of a deep- 
ening economic crisis, brings statism or government dictation in agricul- 
ture much closer, just as monopolistic growth and the consolidation of 
many smaller businesses into big business makes state controls and in- 
dustrial statism an increasing threat. 


When the individual can no longer start over again from scratch 
to work up on his own — on a little piece of ground or in a little business 
— then our free enterprise system is already destroyed, and democracy 
itself fatally weakened. For free enterprise capitalism is based squarely 
on individual freedom and cannot survive when all men are trapped in 
great labyrinthine operations. 


COOPERATION OR ELSE: Again — the only alternative and 
the only salvation of the family size farm is a great expansion of the co- 
operative principle in agriculture. The small individual farmer cannot af- 
ford to own or maintain the equipment that will enable him to compete 
with large scale industrialized farming. But already thousands of farmers 
have learned to cooperate with their neighbors in the purchase and use 
of such machinery, to pool their labor, to use the cooperative system of 
purchasing fertilizer and supplies, and for marketing their crops. Thus 
they are not being swallowed up in our growing monolithic machine agri- 
culture; they are surviving as independent home-farm owners — which 
was the kind of life that produced our democracy. When they go, de- 


mocracy will go. Today, the small home-farm must cooperate or die. And 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Crime Diet 


(continued) 
fort until the poisons on the daily 
entertainment diet of American 
children are replaced with construc- 
tive fare to build inner strengths. 


To Oppose Bricker Bill 


Efforts to make support of the 
Bricker Amendment analogous with 
being a 100 per cent American have 
been given a severe blow by the or- 
ganization of a national committee 
of leading citizens to lead the fight 
against the Bricker proposal as it 
becomes a subject of congressional 
debate. The committee is composed 
of distinguished jurists, top business 
executives, educators, former prom- 
inent government officials and oth- 
ers. The new Committee for De- 
fense of the Constitution by Pre- 
serving the Treaty Power is headed 
by Dr. Edward S. Corwin, noted 
political scientist and historian, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus at Princeton Uni- 
versity, John W. Davis, famed con- 
stitutional lawyer, and Gen. Lucius 
D. Clay, former Military Governor 
of the U. S. Zone in Germany. 


The Bricker Amendment, which 
proposes to limit the treaty making 
powers of the president, is really a 
disguised effort to scuttle the U. S.- 
UN relations (see BTL, Nov. 1,53). 
and has been the project of the 
most ultra-conservative-isolationist 
elements in political and legal cir- 
cles. During the past year much ef- 
fort has been made to rally promi- 
nent legal and civic leaders to the 
Amendment’s support upon the ba- 
sis of the wartime record of Roose- 
velt’s negotiations, which at times 
went beyond the President’s consti- 
tutional rights. Many who are not 
ultra-conservative isolationists have 
been won to support of this amend- 
ment without becoming fully aware 
of the anti- UN dagger rather 
clumsily concealed in it. The new 
committee will endeavor to clarify 
the following points: 

(1) The Bricker bill would make 
our treaty implementing procedures 
cumbersome and ineffective. (2) It 
would require action by the legis- 
latures of the 48 states to conclude 
international agreements of friend- 
ship, navigation, commerce, nar- 
cotics control, pooling of atomic 
energy and other things that would 
have the support of the pecple, but 
would be blocked endlessly by the 
narrow factions within the state 
legislatures. (3) It would enable 
groups in Congress (that do not rep- 
resent the general will of the peo- 
ple) to destroy the President’s pow- 
er to meet international emergen- 
cies, such as the Berlin blockade. 
(4) The provision advocated by the 
Bricker Amendment that any part 
of a treaty conflicting with the Con- 
stitution “shall not be of force or 
effect” without action by the U. S. 
Congress is entirely unnecessary 
since this is already the law. 








Father Divine 

A fantastic phenomena has ap- 
peared in the heart of American 
urban life —one that can portend 
startling possibilities for the future. 
In the last 30 years an uneducated, 
almost illiterate, Negro Baptist 
preacher, son of a Georgia share- 
cropper, has emerged as a symbol 
of economic and social security for 
almost half a million Americans, 
both white and Negro, both edu- 
cated and uneducated. Father Di- 
vine’s movement has become too 
extensive and well established to 
brush it aside as a freak cult. His 
followers own millions of dollars 
worth of real estate— 13 incor- 
porated home and church training 
schools in the country; 14 resi- 
dences for women, 9 for men; 18 
large and expensive country estates 
and 29 apartment houses; 9 small 
hotels and 4 very large ones; 11 
properties in 7 foreign countries. 
Yet Father Divine owns nothing in 
his own name and has no income— 
even the Federal income tax men 
have been unable to establish a 
source of income for him. He con- 
tinues to live, however, in greater 
luxury than most multi-millionaires. 

The significance of the move- 
ment is that it arose during the 
days of the great depression and 
may well extend into the era of fur- 
ther economic crisis. From its in- 
itial small center on Long Island, 
the Father Divine heaven moved to 
Harlem in a period when the Ne- 
gro population there was oppressed 
with unemployment, poverty and 
insecurity. Father Divine invited 
all to come to him. He used every 
coin he received to feed and house 
the jobless and homeless — with the 
pledge that they would turn their 
own earnings over to him as jobs 
could be found. All were accepted, 
irrespective of their physical condi- 
tion, on an equal basis. 

From the very first the move- 
ment burst forth with the spirit of 
cooperative energy that surmount- 
ed every barrier. Negroes were 
especially drawn into it by its non- 
segregation policy and it attracted 
idealistic whites for the same rea- 
son. The illiteracy of Father Di- 
vine’s pronouncements and the sim- 
plicity of his direct financial meth- 
ods seemed to enhance the appeal 
rather than to diminish it. White 
people especially were drawn in be- 
cause they were insecure and lone- 
ly; here was a home filled with sing- 
ing and fellowship and abundant 
meals. It was a large family rela- 
tionship. It gave life warmth and 
significance for the thousands who 
lived forgotten and without family 
associations in the great cities. 
Those who have studied the move- 
ment feel that its appeal is far 
more spiritual than has been real- 
ized. At the same time the heaping 


tables of food, free to all, and the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


the men who are preaching “big agriculture” and getting rid of the “mar- 
ginal farms,” by which they mean tke farm homes that are too small for 
big operations, are kicking the foundation stones out from under a free 
agricultural economy and from under democracy. 


We go into no details here on the many systems of cooperatives— 
every library and county farm agent can supply you with abundant liter- 
ature on this subject. Organized cooperative enterprises possess no mir- 
acle formula; they are subject to the same economic laws as any other 
capitalistic effort; poorly managed, they fail. We do not even urge or 
favor any particular system of cooperative — it is the recognition of a 
principle that we earnestly urge — that just as competition was said to be 
the way of life of 19th century capitalism, so cooperation must be the key- 
note of 20th century capitalism, or one way or another our economy will 
not remain free. 


OREA: Efforts being made by political and military propagandists, 

through press and radio, to portray the deadlock in Korea as evi- 
dence of an increased threat of war with Red China — or as a justifica- 
tion for such a war—are based upon gross misinterpretations of the 
conditions as they actually exist. American military observers close to the 
situation in Korea emphasize the following factors: 

(1) That the Korean War is over and if there is no desire for peace 
on the part of the Reds, there is also no desire for a war. This opinion 
is almost unanimous among the on-the-spot observers, irrespective of the 
reports you read and hear from many sources in this country. They see it 
as most unlikely there will be any attempt by either side to resume fight- 
ing in Korea. (2) The Communist dictators of Moscow and Peking, how- 
ever, will delight in using their influence, and any small amount of ma- 
teriel which will not too greatly decrease their own military reserves, in 
fomenting indigenous revolutionary war-like action any place in the world 
where the situation seems propitious, such as in the present flare-up in 
Indochina. Both the Russian and Chinese Communists would like to see 
the Western capitalist resources continuously drained by any means pos- 
sible short of a major conflict. (3) Our observers believe the Chinese Com- 
munists have acquired complete control of North Korea. (4) Especially 
significant is the accumulating evidence that there has been since 1950 a 
behind-the-scenes struggle between Moscow and Peking over domination 
of North Korea. Russia has long sought to control the Korean peninsula 
as an outlet for Russian military and sea power into the Pacific. The 
Peking Communist government, rather than being pushed into the Ko- 
rean war by Moscow, apparently accepted the opportunity in 1950 to en- 
ter the war in order to cut Russia out of a position of pre-eminence over 
China in Pacific relations. Great China — out of her 4,000 years of his- 
tory — has no intention of being a satellite of Russia. (5) The unification 
of Korea seems utterly unattainable in the foreseeable future, unless we 
are willing to get out and let all Korea go Communist, which is unthink- 
able from Washington’s viewpoint. The Chinese Reds under no circum- 
stances will give up the strong foothold they have on the peninsula for 
reasons given above. (6) There is much anxiety in American military cir- 
cles that President Rhee of South Korea might start the war again on his 
own limited resources. It is believed, however, that American military feel- 
ing is so opposed to reopening the war that we would not support Rhee 
under any circumstances. The fanatical right-wing fringe of the Republi- 
can party, which has been secretly urging Rhee on with the implied prom- 
ise of support from American manpower and resources, is as guilty of be- 
trayal of the American people as if it had been dealing with the Commu- 
nists. For the results would be the same—the useless slaughter of American 
life and the squandering of resources which in the end could only serve the 
purpose of Communist intrigue. The Red tyrants have taught for 30 years 
that the way to destroy Western capitalism is to involve us in war with 
the masses of Asia, so that when we have drained ourselves of blood and 
treasure, “the forces of the proletariat workers’ revolution may then arise 
from within.” A major war involving America with 500 million Chinese 
6,000 miles away would fulfill Moscow’s fondest dream. (7) Communist 
Chinese leaders are also adamant in their resistance to American domina- 
tion of Chinese coastal waters through our occupation of Japan and our 
military bases in Okinawa, Formosa, Philippines, etc. We can expect every 
effort to be made by the Communists to stir up Japanese sentiments 
against our continued hold upon their country as a military bastion. (8) We 
will someday witness the proclamation of a “China Monroe Doctrine” 
whereby China proclaims that no Western power shall have the right to 
intervene in Asian affairs or to maintain military forces in Asian waters, 
and that the violation of this sovereignty of the peoples of Asia shall be 
considered just cause for war. Upon what grounds could we reject such 
a doctrine when the U. S. has enforced the same principles in its own 
hemisphere for over 100 years? 


Father Divine 
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clean beds in the extensive, fre 


painted dormitories created an 
portunity for the security of gg 
erative family living on a 
seale. If a depression again gy 
the lives of millions of Americ 
such movements may well begg 
the most startling social ex 
ments in modern history. 

Not only has the Federal Ge 
ernment endeavored to ciamp de 
on the movement via the incog 
tax investigations, which proved fy 
tile, but extensive efforts have bee 
made to disclose illegal and irreg 
lar moral and sex relations on whig 
to base court action. No such ¢ 
ditions have been found; to ¢ 
contrary, investigators have alw 
been amazed to find professions q 
purity and chaste living meticuloy 
ly adhered to. When Father Diving 
married a young white woman ané 
announced that she was to remai 
a virgin as the wife of God, a ne 
flurry of secret investigations wer 
made not only to ascertain the n 
ture of Father Divine’s persond 
life, but to discover what might by 
developing within the inner circle 
of the cult immediately surround 
ing him. Again investigators have 
retired puzzled that they could find 
nothing remotely indicating sex or 
moral irregularities. 

A recent book, Father Divine, 
Holy Husband by Sara Harts 
(Doubleday) presents case histories 
of members of the movement. The: 
studies reveal that a large propor 
tion of the followers most poignant 
ly feel that their basic needs haw 
been met, physically, socially 
spiritually, and thus they believe it 
the order and its functions becaus 
of what it does for them, irrespee 
tive of obvious personal inadequ 
cies of the little man who calls him 
self God. Many privately expre 
disbelief that Father Divine is God, 
but believe he expresses God’s a 
thority in directness and simplicity, 
rather than human reason whidh 
has proved so unreasonable andi 
adequate in our day. The basic 
quirements for joining the move 
ment are: absolute obedience; a 
solute purity — sex is taboo, evel 
regarded as nonexistent; the dissol¥ 
ing of all family relationships= 
whole families may enter the group 
but once in they no longer are hut 
band and wife, parents, children 

We repeat— mark well this 
movement and what it will mea 
if America should have 15 or 
million families again caught in 
paralyzing grip of an industmal 
system that no longer distributes 
what it can abundantly produce, 


THE GREAT ALTERNA 
Charles A. Wells’ book on the sf 
most pressing concerns of of 
times, is available at $2 fr 
Between The Lines Press, Box 26 
Demarest, N. J. 
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